








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 3.2.c.1. Moai in Rapa Nui National Park, a property that contains a very high concentration and profusion of

vestiges of a disappeared island culture. © Cipriano Marin

Figure 3.2.c.2. Orthophoto showing the high concentration of nuraghi recorded in the province of Oristiano in Sardinia.
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3.2cC
Typological Framework:

Prehistoric monumental territories
and archaeological landscapes

Very few properties on the World
Heritage List cover a suffciently large
area for a great profusion of prehistoric
monuments and archaeological remains
to substantially shape the rural or

natural landscape in which they stand. In
comparative terms, we are referring to
relatively large territories where there is a
high concentration and wide dispersion of
prehistoric remains that coexist in a non-
disruptive manner with the landscape,
marking its identity.

The main comparable properties on the
List under this general criterion, including
those designated as archaeological
landscapes, are the following:

Comparable properties
on island territories

The Rapa Nui National Park (Chile,
inscription 1995, criteria (i)(iii)(v)), also
mentioned in the previous section, is
testament to the identity of a unique
culture that endured a catastrophic
ecological and social crisis, followed

by the disastrous arrival of the outside
world. The site contains more than 300
ceremonial platforms (ahu) and hundreds
of moai, as well as many other structures

such as ceremonial houses or tupas.

This points to a high concentration of
signifcant archaeological remains in the
listed site, which covers 6,600 ha, more
than a third of the island’s total. It is
evidence of an extraordinary profusion of
archaeological remains, exceptional in the
world of islands, although lower in terms
of density than that of the nominated
property. The substantial remains of

this culture blend with the natural
environment to create an incomparable
cultural landscape, although unlike

the case of Menorca it is not a living
environment where traditional activities
associated with land use are recorded.
The settlements, agricultural and tourist
activities, both current and of recent
history, are located in the area outside the
property, outside the protected area and
the main archaeological sites.

Su Nuraxi di Barumini (Italy, inscription
1977, criteria (i)(iii)(iv)). Despite the fact
that this property includes only one
representation of the circular cyclopean
towers known as nuraghi, with attached
dwellings — as discussed in the previous
section — it would be useful to extend the
comparison to the archaeological sites
related to this culture. Manifestations



of this type are extremely abundant in
Sardinia, with more than 7,000 nuraghi

on an island of 24,090 km?2. Areas such as
the province of Oristano stand out, with

a density close to one nuraghe per km?,
in a protected environment equivalent to
the southern half of the island of Menorca
(see Fig. 3.2.c.12). To these monuments
we should add other expressions of this
culture such as settlements, temples,

and the tombs of the giants (tombe dei
giganti), of which there are more than
360. The numerous domus de janas
should also be considered, with more
than 500 manifestations of these Neolithic
burial structures documented. However,
the density of prehistoric monuments in
the nominated property of Menorca is
higher than it is in the aforementioned
areas of Sardinia.

In strictly comparative terms, we must
consider the World Heritage property
to be compared as referring only to the
Barumini site, which is scarcely more
than two hectares in size, with only one
inscribed monument representing this
culture. The listed property also does
not include territories or landscapes
associated with the Nuraghic culture.
This fact underscores the representative

nature of the nominated property in
Menorca in terms of giving consideration
to archaeological and monumental
landscapes which, as in this case, are not
considered as such. Also in comparative
terms, it should be noted that the case
of Sardinia is associated with large island
territories, while Menorca falls under the
category of small islands.

In northern Europe there is a very small
property (15 ha) that is inscribed as an
archaeological landscape: the Heart

of Neolithic Orkney (United Kingdom,
inscription 1999, criteria (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)). This
group of Neolithic monuments is located
on the island of Mainland and consists of
a large chambered tomb (Maes Howe),
two ceremonial stone circles (the Stones
of Stenness and the Ring of Brodgar) and
a settlement (Skara Brae), together with a
number of unexcavated burial, ceremonial
and settlement sites. As the inscription
states, these monuments constitute a
major prehistoric cultural landscape
which gives a graphic depiction of life

in this remote archipelago in the far
north of Scotland some 5,000 years ago.
Although the criterion for selection as

an archaeological landscape bears clear
similarities to some of the traits of the

Figure 3.2.c.3. Stones of Stenness ceremonial site in Orkney, Scotland, part of the archaeological landscape of the Heart

of Neolithic Orkney © Sacred Sites / Martin Gray

Figure 3.2.c.4. The cultural landscape on the island of Hvar (Croatia) preserved from Greek times to the present day and
testimony to the ancient geometrical system of land division. © Croatian Ministry of Culture
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proposed property in Menorca, it is too
small to be comparable on the basis of
the terms of reference. However, as in the
case of Sardinia, it could be comparable
if we consider the buffer zone of this
property, redefned in 2015, or the
island of Mainland as a whole, which is
slightly smaller than Menorca. Although
the density of archaeological sites in
this case is not as high as that of the
nominated property, this is a prehistoric
archaeological island landscape of
unquestionable comparative value.

With regard to comparable island
properties that are representative of

the infuence of ancient cultures on the
confguration and uses of the territory, the
case of Stari Grad Plain (Croatia, 2008,
cultural landscape on the island of Hvar in
the Adriatic, which was frst colonised by
lonian Greeks from the island of Paros in
the fourth century BC. The original layout
and agricultural system of this fertile
plain, where mainly vines and olive trees
are grown, has been maintained from the
time of the ancient Greeks to the present.
The landscape features ancient stone
walls and ornaments, and small stone
shelters that bear witness to the ancient
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geometrical system of land division used
by the ancient Greeks, the chora, which
has remained virtually intact for more than
24 centuries. This is one of the very few
cases recorded, besides Menorca, that
present a resilient system of land use and
landscape generation that has evolved
while preserving its defning features
since antiquity.

Comparable continental properties

The Wadi Rum Protected Area (Jordan,
inscription 2011, criteria (iii)(iv)) contains
25,000 petroglyphs, 20,000 inscriptions
and 154 archaeological sites in an area of
74,179 ha, similar to that of the island of
Menorca. Petroglyphs, inscriptions and
archaeological remains on the site testify
to twelve millennia of human occupation
and interaction with the natural
environment. It is a mixed site in which
the archaeological remains are located
in a diverse desert landscape that has
been declared a protected natural area
and archaeological site. In this sparsely
inhabited desert area, the features of
the natural landscape dominate the
archaeological remains and the activities
of the Bedouin populations. It differs
substantially from the case of Menorca in
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the absolute preponderance of natural
values over anthropic landscapes and
archaeological remains.

The Fert6/Neusiedlersee Cultural
Landscape (Austria-Hungary, inscription
2001, criterion (v)), is a transboundary
property located on the Austrian-
Hungarian border that has surprisingly
formed a socio-economic and cultural
unit for centuries and is notable for its
rich archaeological heritage created by
consecutive civilisations. This property
occupies 68,369 ha, an area very similar
to that of the whole island of Menorca,
and has been the meeting place of
different cultures for eight millennia,
which is graphically demonstrated by
its varied landscape, the result of an
evolutionary symbiosis between human
activity and the physical environment.
Despite the fact that the concentration
of archaeological sites is not very high,
which means that the imprint they have
left on the landscape is not a determining
factor, the property shows clear
similarities with the evolutionary process
of construction of Menorca’s landscape
originating from its prehistoric roots.

Angkor (Cambodia, inscription 1992,
criteria (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)), is one of the most
important archaeological sites in South-
East Asia. This serial property, which

also includes the archaeological sites of
Roluos and Banteay Srei, covers an area
of 400 km? in a forested area containing
the magnifcent remains of the different
capitals of the Khmer Empire which

was at its height between the ninth and
fourteenth centuries. The Archaeological
Park is inhabited and many villages,
some of which date back to the Angkor
period, are scattered throughout the site,
which suggests certain formal similarities
with the case of Menorca, as it is a living
archaeological landscape. The complex
includes 112 traditional settlements

with a high population density, around
100,000 inhabitants. At its heart is an area
of agricultural land, mainly rice felds.
However, unlike Menorca, population
pressure is intense, and risks associated
with territorial expansion have been
identifed.

The plateau of the Mesa Verde National
Park (USA, inscription 1978, criterion (iii))
contains a large number of dwellings and
archaeological remains of the Pueblo

Indians, built from the sixth to the twelfth



century. The property, which covers
21,043 ha, contains more than 600 cliff
dwellings and ceremonial structures,
sometimes with more than 100 rooms,
and a total of nearly 4,300 archaeological
sites, which is indicative of a remarkably
high concentration. Mesa Verde National
Park was established in 1906, becoming
the frst archaeological zone in the world
to be recognised and protected in this
way, that is, together with its natural

and landscape values. Unlike Menorca
and its evolutionary, ongoing process

of occupation, this site was totally
abandoned by its original inhabitants in
the thirteenth century for reasons that are
still unknown, and was not reoccupied
until the middle of the nineteenth century
by settler ranchers, until it was declared a
National Park, when no signifcant human
activity was taking place there.

The Serra da Capivara National Park
(Brazil, inscription 1991, criterion (iii)),

is an exceptional testimony to one

of the oldest populations to inhabit
South America. It is a national park of
archaeological and natural heritage. The
park is a veritable open-air museum of
monumental proportions that preserves
the largest collection of archaeological

sites and the oldest examples of rock

art in the Americas, some of which

are 25,000 years old. More than 300
archaeological sites are scattered
throughout the 1,291 km? of the park.
These exceptional vestiges have been
preserved for millennia due to an
exquisite ecological balance based on
traditional uses, which today has been
greatly altered by various processes such
as illegal occupation and other aggressive
activities. The great difference with the
case of Menorca lies in the diffculty

of maintaining this archaeological and
natural landscape in harmony with the
needs of the local communities, who
aspire to make the national park a
generator of economic resources, in an
area where persistent drought severely
limits agriculture and livestock.

The Chongoni Rock-Art Area (Malawi,
inscription 2006, criteria (iii)(vi)) located in
the forested granite hills of the plateau of
central Malawi, covers an area of 126.4
km?2. It has the richest concentration of
rock art in Central Africa, with a total of
127 archaeological sites featuring farmer
rock art and paintings by the BaTwa
hunter-gatherers, who inhabited the area
from the end of the Stone Age. Itis an

exceptional example of a living prehistoric
heritage, as the Chewa agriculturalists,
whose ancestors settled here in the late
Iron Age, practised rock painting until
well into the twentieth century. The
symbols of this rock art, strongly linked to
the fgure of the woman, still have great
cultural relevance for the Chewa, and
ceremonies and rituals are still performed
on the sites. However, it should be noted
that the inhabitants of the area were
relocated when this forest was declared

a reserve. This fact marks a particularly
important point of difference in relation
to the case of Menorca, given that it is

an archaeological landscape that is not
currently inhabited.

In San Agustin Archaeological Park
(Colombia, inscription 1995, criterion (iii)),
the largest group of religious monuments
and megalithic sculptures in South
America stands in a wild, spectacular
landscape. This serial property occupies
a small area of 160 ha that includes three
archaeological parks: San Agustin, Alto
de los idolos and Alto de las Piedras.
Although not strictly comparable
according to the terms of reference in this
section due to its small size, it should be
considered part of an extensive area of
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more than 2,000 km? that features many
other representations of pre-Columbian
megalithic funerary monuments,
petroglyphs, burial mounds and other
funerary structures, stone statues,
ancient tracks and drainage systems.

In fact, we could speak of a larger
archaeological zone teeming with pre-
Columbian manifestations that reaches
to the National Archaeological Park

of Tierradentro (Colombia, inscription
1995, criterion (iii)), another property
inscribed by Colombia on the World
Heritage List in the same year. There are
a number of issues in the feld that may
affect this archaeological territory, such
as the pressures arising from extensive
agricultural use and the growth of local
indigenous communities.
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Another distinct category in this
comparison would be that of
archaeological landscapes. Certain
properties inscribed on the World
Heritage List take this denomination,
including the aforementioned case of
Orkney, and are therefore of interest for
the purpose of this comparative analysis.
This is the case of the Archaeological
Landscape of Tamgaly (Kazakhstan,
inscription 2004, criterion (iii)). The

area contains some 5,000 petroglyphs,
distributed among 48 sites over an area
of 900 hectares. The remains of human
settlements and burial grounds bear
witness to the types of husbandry, social
organisation and religious rites practised
by the pastoralist peoples. Around the
property there is a 2,900 ha buffer zone,
which includes other atypical forms of
petroglyphs and other burial mounds and
ancient settlements. It is a state-owned
archaeological reserve in which problems
relating to landscape integrity have been
detected due to the pressures caused

by infrastructure development in its
surroundings.
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This is also the case of the Sassanid
Archaeological Landscape of Fars
Region (Iran, inscription 2018, criteria
(ii)(iii)(v)), a serial property of eight
archaeological sites testifying to the
infuence of Achaemenid and Parthian
cultural traditions on the Sassanid
civilisation and its exchanges with
Roman art. Located in the southeast of
the Fars province of Iran, these eight
archaeological sites are situated in
three very distant geographical areas:
Firuzabad, Bishapur and Savestan. They
contain fortifed structures, palaces,
and urban settlements that date back
to the frst and last moments of the
Sassanid Empire. The components of
the property altogether occupy 12,715
ha including the buffer zone. Their
inscription highlights the remarkable
footprint of these monuments on their
natural environment, to the point that
each of these areas is considered an
archaeological landscape. This approach
has certain similarities with the case

of Menorca, although in terms of
territorial connectivity, as manifested in
the nominated property, it may not be
comparable in formal terms.

Although they may not be prehistoric
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or represent ancient cultures, mention
should be made of other sites on the
World Heritage List that have some
similarity to Menorca in their status

as archaeological and monumental
landscapes. Firstly, the Ancient Villages
of Northern Syria (Syria, inscription 2011,
criteria (iii)(iv)(v)), which make up a serial
property of eight archaeological parks,
including more than 40 villages in an
area of 12,290 ha and are a remarkable
illustration of the transition from the
ancient pagan world of the Roman
Empire to Byzantine Christianity. Built
from the frst to the seventh century and
abandoned between the eighth and
tenth centuries, the villages constitute
exceptional relict landscapes. Surprisingly,
no new signs of human occupation
have been recorded since, which has
enabled them to retain a high degree
of authenticity in archaeological terms.
Dramatic events in Syria have led to the
inclusion of this property on the List of
World Heritage in Danger. However,
prior to these events, a trend of rural
re-settlement gave reason to believe
that the authenticity and integrity of the
property could be affected.

Also in this category, mention should be
made of the case of the mixed property
known as Goreme National Park and
the Rock Sites of Cappadocia (Turkey,
inscription 1985, criteria (i)(iii)(v)(vii)). In a
spectacular volcanic landscape shaped
by erosion, the Géreme valley and its
surroundings contain a number of rock-
hewn sanctuaries that provide unique
examples of post-lconoclastic Byzantine
art, dwellings, troglodyte villages and
underground complexes — remnants of
a traditional human habitat that dates
back to the fourth century. In an area

of 9,883 ha, 842 cave churches and
many troglodyte dwellings have been
registered, making this an exceptionally
rich archaeological landscape in a
magnifcent natural setting. However,
unlike Menorca, this is a space that is
scarcely inhabited. It is a national park
with little human presence, and its main
activities are tourism and archaeology.

In this regard, another property worth
mentioning is the Zuojiang Huashan
Rock Art Cultural Landscape (China,
inscription 2016, criteria (iii)(vi)) which
includes 75 sites of rock art that illustrate
the life and rituals of the Luoyue people,
in a landscape of steep cliffs, karst, rivers



and plateaus. It is a serial property with
three main components covering an

area of 6,621.6 ha and a buffer zone that
doubles the area. The property exhibits
strong symbolic associations, since the
images of Zuojiang Huashan, which
depict drums and related elements, are
representative of the bronze drum culture,
still respected as symbols of power in
southern China. Furthermore, this cultural
landscape vividly conveys the spiritual
and social life of the Luoyue people, who
lived along the Zuojiang River from the
ffth century BC to the second century
AD. This intimate spiritual relationship
with the landscape bears certain
resemblance to the expressive power of
the remains of the Talaiotic culture and
their symbolic relevance to Menorca.

Two nominations submitted to the 44"
Session of the World Heritage Committee
merit inclusion in this section. The frst is
the Hima a rock art site in Najran (Saudi
Arabia, submission 2015, criteria (i)(ii)
(iii)(v)). Distributed over an area of just
over 200 km? are 550 rock art sites that
constitute a remarkable library in stone
that refects the history of Arabia since
prehistoric times. But the most striking
aspect is the fact that the desert Bedouins

continue to record their stories in these

places even today, turning this property
into an exceptional living archaeological
landscape.

The second case is that of the property
known as Deer Stone Monuments and
Related Sites, the Heart of Bronze Age
Culture (Mongolia, submission 2014,
criteria (i)(iii)(iv)). More than 1,500
spectacular megaliths with stylised
engravings of deer are found in this area,
dating back to between 1200 and 600
BC. These monuments have coexisted
harmoniously with the traditional land-
use practices of nomadic herders for
over 4,000 years. It is therefore a remote
living landscape, a quality that is further
accentuated if we consider that these
stones are still venerated and held sacred
by these people.

Finally, mention should be made here of
the Megalithic sites of Carnac, included
on the Tentative List (France, 1996).
Despite the small area of the nominated
property, the more than 4,000 menhirs
distributed linearly over 4 kilometres
and other associated structures such

as dolmens and cromlechs create an
extraordinarily rich archaeological
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landscape that is worthy of note.

Individual conclusion

In comparative terms, the nominated
property constitutes a unique
archaeological and monumental
landscape in terms of density and
diversity. The buffer zone also gives

it exceptional spatial and landscape
connectivity in relation to other
comparable serial properties. It is one
of the islands with the highest density
of prehistoric archaeological remains in
the world, comparable only to Rapa Nui
and some areas of Sardinia that are not
inscribed on the World Heritage List.

The nominated property provides
comparative evidence of an exceptional
landscape resulting from an evolutionary
and symbiotic process of human
interaction with the physical environment
from prehistoric times to the present.

There are no comparable landscapes
with such a high density and diversity
of monuments that have evolved
around structures of the past with such
a high level of respect, integration
and resilience, incorporating the main
landmarks and natural elements that
confer value and meaning on them.
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Unlike Menorca, a great many of the
comparable monumental territories and
archaeological landscapes are areas that
are not lived in or used for traditional
activities. In general, they are national
parks or archaeological reserves where
current human activity is residual and has
no bearing on the landscape.

In the other inhabited archaeological
landscapes, as a general rule and
unlike Menorca, the evolution of the
settlements, agricultural activities and
infrastructures generally represent a
risk to the integrity and authenticity of
the property, with notable exceptions
such as the Saudi Arabia or Mongolia
nominations. Talayotic Menorca stands
out in this regard as an exceptional
example of harmonious landscape
evolution from prehistoric times.

362

1 o0 b nY
(,}’ Iﬂfiﬂ&?ﬂ?’gﬁg"ﬁ Ul '1“{;{59 bt gD

oolllcogYase
(pgsgl)”mﬁ'g’%‘;g?g% ke éwﬁ[ﬁ){ o 8 »(QJX

Hoo|1 1%)\{ﬁfﬂ°‘1}§ﬁ1ﬁh” s T2
{h\e

oo ory SR T
oo ‘:’Cffﬂ'ﬂ[‘ o;fl?ipla yﬂﬂ!qi%mg(qﬁlﬂéﬂ HI?']""?K?'”J jﬂg“

:’")Jwiﬂﬁ
X &J R:m y
WV¢QPX (}léw{ Gﬂpf Sao

’mz’!‘nl{-‘ﬁf?

Ze wtliad 1;5;323 Pooleo 3 4o

D7A A

Figure 3.2.c.5. The Hima a rock art site in Najran, included on the Tentative List of Saudi Arabia, comprises more than 550 living Bedouin heritage sites in the Arabian

Desert. © MED-O-MED
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TABLE 3.2.3 - PROPERTIES CONSIDERED IN COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Country quld Date Criteria Remarks
Heritage

TYPOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK - PREHISTORIC MONUMENTAL TERRITORIES AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES
ISLAND TERRITORIES

< Rapa Nui National Park Chile Listed 1995 (i)(iii)(v) Archaeological landscape with a high concentration of sites

< Su Nuraxi di Barumini Italy Listed 1997 (i)(iti)(iv) Representing the great wealth and number of prehistoric sites on Sardinia

< Heart of Neolithic Orkney United Kingdom | Listed 1992 (D)(nii)(iv) Archaeological landscape and multiple related manifestations in the property's environs
< Stari Grad Plain Croatia Listed 2008 (in(ii)(v) A resilient system of land use and landscape generation since prehistoric times

CONTINENTAL TERRITORIES

@ Wadi Rum Protected Area Jordan Listed 2011 (iii)(v)(vii) A mixed property that contains 154 archaeological sites and thousands of petroglyphs.
< Fertd / Neusiedlersee Cultural Landscape Austria-Hungary | Listed 2001 (v) Evolutionary process of landscape construction since prehistoric times
< Angkor Cambodia Listed 1992 (i)(inii)(iv) Living archaeological landscape that includes numerous traditional settlements
< Mesa Verde National Park USA Listed 1978 (i) First recognised archaeological zone in the world to include landscape values
< Serra da Capivara National Park Brazil Listed 1991 (i) National park with archaeological and natural values
< Chongoni Rock-Art Area Malawi Listed 2006 (ii)(vi) Has the highest concentration of rock art in Africa
& San Agustin Archaeological Park Colombia Listed 1995 ) ;rifelgtr:gest collection of religious monuments and megalithic sculptures in South
< Sassanid Archaeological Landscape of Fars T U R .
Iran Listed 2018 (ii)(ii)(v) Example of serial monumental landscapes

Region

< Petroglyphs within the Archaeological High density of petroglyphs and archaeological complexes with associated settlements

Kazakhstan Listed 2004 (iii)

Landscape of Tamgaly and burial grounds.
@ Goreme National Park and the Rock Sites of . o ) .
) Turkey Listed 1985 () (i) (v)(vii) Extremely rich archaeological landscape
Cappadocia
< Zuojiang Huashan Rock Art Cultural . ) L o .
China Listed 2016 (ii)(vi) Associative archaeological landscape
Landscape
< Ancient Villages of Northern Syria Syria AR. Listed 2011 (ii)(iv)(v) Relict cultural landscape with highest density of properties.
& Megalithic sites of Carnac France Tentative List 1996 Exceptional rich archaeological landscape
o . . . . o Numerous rock art sites that date back to prehistoric times, a tradition that survives
< Cultural Rock Arts in Hima Najran Saudi Arabia Tentative List 2015 (i)(iii)(v) today
@ Deer Stone Monuments and Related Sites, Mongolia Tentative List 2014 (i)(iti)(iv) Great number of megaliths that coexist with traditional nomadic herding.

the Heart of Bronze Age Culture
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3.2d
Thematic framework:
Global Meanings

The odyssey of
ancient island cultures

More than one hundred thousand islands
on the planet have at one time been
inhabited. Islands are territories where

a multitude of distinct manifestations

of cultural evolution have unfolded
since prehistoric times, sometimes over
long periods of time, as in the case of
Menorca. They are places where the frst
settlers and successive, often infrequent,
contacts with the outside world planted
the original ideas that spawned unique
cultures; in each case, these cultures
mirrored the essential character of island
life. However, the odyssey of these
disappeared cultures that evolved in
relative isolation is scarcely represented
on the World Heritage List, with the
exception of a few signifcant examples.
Generally speaking, islands have proven
to be truly exceptional laboratories of
cultural and natural evolution.

The geography of the world’s islands
varies enormously, as does the history

of each island society. While the sea has
often been a barrier to human exploration
and interaction, it has also facilitated
travel, contact and trade between many

seafaring peoples, as was the case
in the Mediterranean, although the

archaeological evidence suggests that the

Menorcans were not a seafaring people in
prehistory.

In the world of islands, particularly small
islands, isolation and interaction are
relative states, a continuum that ranges
from complete isolation at one end of
the spectrum to constant interaction at
the other. But the isolation of certain
island societies in prehistoric periods is
not only determined by geographical
factors. In many cases, physical insularity
is not the sole underlying condition of
this phenomenon, and it is clear that
isolation on islands in prehistoric times
may also have been enforced or the
result of the evolution of local cultural
systems (Rainbird, 1999; 2007). Island
communities may thus have evolved
towards greater isolation for strictly
cultural reasons, resisting contact with
outside groups and developing endemic
cultural expressions, a phenomenon that
some authors call “island fortresses”
(Erlandson, 2006).

Mediterranean

In this context, it should be noted that
the aforementioned phenomena have
only recently been addressed within the
regional framework established for the

nominated property: the Mediterranean.

Before the mid-1970s, a distinctive feld
of “Mediterranean island archaeology”
cannot be said to have existed. Until
then, there were only archaeologies

of individual islands or island groups
(Cherry, Leppard, 2014). As far as the
Mediterranean is concerned, an interest
in studying islands in a collective and
comparative framework lagged behind
other regions, such as the Pacifc.
Efforts to understand what impact

the condition of insularity could have
on human behaviour and its material
expressions can only be traced back to
the end of that decade, notwithstanding
certain contributions from the past,
such as Margaret Murray’s observation
that Malta, together with Crete and
Menorca, comprised three islands of
great signifcance for understanding the
civilisation of the ancient Mediterranean
Basin (Murray, 1949).

From the 1980s onwards, however, we
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saw the emergence of a comparative and
explicitly quantitative island archaeology,
heavily informed by biogeography. It
was a shift that ushered in the “new”
Mediterranean island archaeology that
emerged at the beginning of the twenty-
frst century, opening up new avenues of
inquiry into the prehistory of islands that
place particular emphasis on connectivity,
identity and the formation of distinct
island communities.

The knowledge accumulated in this short
space of time enables us today to analyse
some notable comparative aspects of
island connectivity. On the one hand,
there is the extraordinary interaction and
connectivity between the communities

of the Bronze Age Cyclades as a result of
colonisation, the increase in settlements
and the intensifcation of seafaring
activity, where the focus was mainly on
the island region (Broodbank, 2000). As
Broodbank noted, from colonisation until
the beginning of the second millennium
BC, that archipelago appears to have
functioned as a relatively coherent cultural
unit, sharing many elements of material
culture and other aspects of island life.
With respect to Menorca, we can see that
that the level of contact and connectivity

365



Figure 3.2.d.1. Around 3600 BC the people of Malta entered an era of isolation and began to build large cyclopean

temple complexes. In the image, the temples of Mnajdra. © Reuben Grima

Figure 3.2.d.2. Sardinia’s Nuragic civilisation fourished on the island for over 1500 years and is still evident in sites such as
Su Nuraxi de Barumini, the only archaeological complex inscribed on the World Heritage List. © Joaquin Pons
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with the rest of the Balearic Islands was
certainly low, at least for long periods

of time, especially after the end of the
Naviform period and throughout the
Talayotic period. Notwithstanding the
chronological difference of more than

a millennium, Malta also had a similar,
even more pronounced, experience,

with almost total isolation between the
fourth and third millennia BC, during

the Temple period. It is striking that,
precisely on such small islands, during
these periods of extreme insularity and
isolation, divergent cultural phenomena
emerged that yielded unique, exceptional
architectural works despite their limited
resources. These periods of extreme
insularity are part of the odyssey common
to many islands that evolved, voluntarily
or involuntarily, with their backs to outside
infuences, fashioning some of the most
compelling and little-known episodes of
island prehistory.

The case of Malta is especially interesting
for the purposes of this comparative
analysis. Fifty miles south of Sicily,

the dry, rocky islands of the Maltese
archipelago were frst colonised by
Neolithic settlers in the sixth millennium
BC. For almost 2,000 years they formed

relatively simple agricultural communities
that closely resembled those of their
Sicilian neighbours. But around 3600
BC, something changed. For reasons
that are still unclear, the people of Malta
began a period of isolation and began
to build large limestone cyclopean
temple complexes (Powell, 2016). The
prehistoric architects of Malta and Gozo
were the frst to build structures of this
type on such a large scale, even before
the pyramids of Egypt were erected and,
of course, long before the cyclopean
walls of Mycenae and Tiryns were built.
This unique condition lasted for at least
a thousand years, until the end of the
Tarxien period (3000-2500 BC). From this
moment on, the construction of temples
stopped suddenly, also coinciding with
Malta reopening to the outside world.
The best surviving examples of the
exceptional works of this period are the
seven temples inscribed on the World
Heritage List as the Megalithic Temples
of Malta (Malta, inscription 1980, criterion

(iv))-

Many researchers regard the
Mediterranean Sea as a great connector,
which facilitates cultural osmosis from
east to west, and postulate cultural



continuities in large extensions of space
and time and the gradual propagation

of these continuities from south to north
and west. But this notion of cultural
connectivity should be qualifed, at least
in terms of time, as far as islands are
concerned. Suffce it to say that the frst
stable settlements in the Balearic Islands,
and particularly in Menorca, occurred at
least more than four millennia after a fully
developed culture had been established
in Pre-Pottery Neolithic Cyprus, where
farming and herding communities
fourished (Le Brun, 1992). This represents
a longer time span than it took the Pacifc
islanders to travel from the islands of
Southeast Asia to New Zealand, Hawaii or
Rapa Nui.

Even so, the processes of acculturation
that are linked to the maritime
interconnectivity of the Mediterranean
cannot be seen only as passive
phenomena for the host or colonised
islands. The island of Crete is a good
case in point. During the Bronze Age, in
the third millennium BC, it was on this
island that what is considered the frst
literate civilisation of what we now call
Europe emerged, and which has also
been described as “Europe’s frst major

experience of civilization” (Willetts, 1992).
Despite the many external infuences,

it was a civilisation of distinctly insular
origin and genesis, developed by the
descendants of the frst Neolithic farmers
of western Anatolia and the Aegean,

with a veneer of possible Indo-European
connections, as recent genetic studies
attest (Lazaridis et al., 2017). In view of
the evidence, it cannot be said that the
emergence of the Minoan civilisation is in
any way the result of isolation, and it must
be placed within the cultural framework
of the world of the Bronze Age Aegean,
in its two facets, Asian and European,
where Egyptian and Middle Eastern
infuences also converged. However, what
is indisputable is that insularity acted as

a breeding ground for this exceptional
culture, which fell into decline from the
twelfth century BC onwards, and which

in Menorca coincided with the advent of
the Talayotic period. What is also very
signifcant is that this island civilisation
was also contemporary with and possibly
a precursor of Mycenaean culture, the
other great European civilisation of

the Bronze Age that fourished on the
continent and which played an essential
role in the development of classical Greek
culture. Finally, it should be noted that

the Minoan Palatial Centres (Knossos,
Phaistos, Malia, Zakros, Kydonia) are
included on the Tentative List of Greece
(2014, criteria (ii)(iii)(vi)), by virtue of their
vital role in the evolution, development
and propagation of this civilisation.

Sardinia, another of the great
Mediterranean islands, saw the
emergence of a distinct island culture
in the Bronze Age, which had a notable
infuence on its surroundings, especially
on Corsica. The Nuraghic civilisation

of Sardinia, depending on the author,
appeared in around 1700 BC, and
remained undisturbed until the arrival
of the Phoenicians in the sixth century
BC. They founded great Sardo-Punic
cities in places such as Tharros, Nora
and Monte Sirai, establishing complete
dominance over the coast and exerting
an iron grip on the island’s interior,
where local populations were forced to
retreat. The Nuraghic culture disappeared
completely by 238 BC, when the island
was conquered by Rome. Again, we
cannot speak of the evolution of a culture
in isolation since there were clear links
with other Mediterranean peoples and
cultures. Also a seafaring people, the
Sardinians coexisted with Phoenicians
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and Romans, without ever being
completely absorbed by these cultures,
thus displaying a degree of island-fortress
spirit that is refected in the persistence
of their architectural and cultural traits
over a long period of time. Su Nuraxi
di Barumini is the only property
representing this culture on the World
Heritage List (Italy, inscription 1997,
criteria (i)(iii)(iv)). It is one of the many
cyclopean defensive structures known
as nuraghi, which as well as protection
served ritual and symbolic purposes,
built between 1600 and 1200 BC, and
which are unique to Sardinia and give
the culture its name. However, it should
be noted that the existing structure of
Su Nuraxi, with the walled settlement
enclosing the great complex of the
central nuraghe, dates to the liminal
period of contact with the Carthaginians.

Moving on from the Mediterranean,

we may also undertake a comparative
analysis of the sites that represent other
vanished prehistoric island civilisations
and that are home to signifcant
landmarks associated with the odyssey of
island cultures. Sites that yielded unique
or exceptional manifestations, either in
response to their extreme conditions
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of isolation, as a result of cultural
divergence, or both.

Pacifc

The Pacifc Island region spans a quarter
of the planet and contains a truly vast
prehistoric cultural heritage. This diverse
oceanic world, ranging from islands

of near-continental size such as New
Zealand or Papua New Guinea to the
remote tiny atolls of the central and
eastern Pacifc, gave rise to unique
cultural manifestations in its prehistory
that are refected in the vestiges of
remarkable settlements and monuments,
as well as in the ancestral traces of unique
islandscapes and seascapes. This heritage
refects the common origin and the
interaction of many Pacifc island societies
and the distinct cultural processes that
have unfolded in each archipelago.
Ancient Pacifc island societies include
the communities of Melanesia, Polynesia
— where sources always speak of a single
homeland - and Micronesia, one of

the most isolated communities on the
planet. Together they attest to the great
seafaring skills of their ancestors (Smith,
Jones, 2007).
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In this broad context, mention should be
made frst of all of Rapa Nui National
Park (Chile, inscription 1995, criteria (i)
(iii)(v)), also analysed in other sections

of this comparative analysis. This site

is a perfect paradigm of the evolution

of island cultures in isolation. A society
of Polynesian origin, which settled on
this island in around 300 AD (although
more recent studies suggest that it was
colonised at a much later date), created,
free from external infuence, monumental
architecture and sculptures of great
power, imagination and originality. The
Rapa Nui culture is linked to Polynesia,
but in its isolation, this people developed
unique belief systems, stone fgures,
even a writing system, that do not exist
anywhere else in the world. Ceremonial
platforms (ahu) were built and numerous
moai sculpted between the tenth and
sixteenth centuries; together with

other singular elements, they confer a
distinctive identity on this site. In spite of
an external cultural onslaught in recent
centuries, the Rapa Nui language still
survives, although the meaning of the
engravings and local inscriptions remains
a mystery to this day. There is evidence to
corroborate the hypothesis that, around
the sixteenth century, a severe ecological
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crisis was caused by population pressure
and the overexploitation of resources; it
is considered a case study for population
decline and ecological collapse on the
world’s islands. The crisis worsened
defnitively after the island’s frst traumatic
contact with Europeans in 1722, after
which time the moai were systematically
toppled from their platforms until not a
single one was left standing. Although,
unlike Menorca, this culture evolved in
total isolation, a certain evolutionary
parallelism may be noted in the
development of certain monumental
structures and architectural features that
are unique and exclusive to the island,
such as the tupa or the moai, which are
largely the result of the state of isolation.

At another vertex of the Polynesian
triangle is Papahdnaumokuakea, a
mixed World Heritage site of small
islands and atolls, located approximately
250 km to the northwest of the main
Hawaiian Archipelago (USA, inscription
2010, criteria (iii)(vi)(viii)(ix)(x)). In relative
isolation from its ancestral origins, this
site illustrates the evolution of Native
Hawaiian culture towards distinctive
cultural expressions deeply embedded
in an outstanding natural environment,

over a period of at least 700 years. For
Hawaiians, this marine and terrestrial
space has a profound cosmic signifcance,
as it embodies the kinship between
people and the environment; it is the
cradle of life and the place to which souls
return after death. In fact, its name unifes
two key concepts of the native worldview
of the islands: Papahanaumoku (earth
mother) and Wakea (sky father). Two of

its islands, Nihoa and Makumanamana,
are home to numerous archaeological
remains that bear witness to the presence
of ancient human settlements and

shrines (heiau), in a territory that was
abandoned after the arrival of the new
colonisers in the eighteenth century. If

we only consider the terrestrial area of
these two islands, it is a site that is rich in
archaeological terms, with many scattered
remains. Of the 141 archaeological sites,
49 are clearly ritual sites, and collectively
they are evidence of a specifc strand

in the evolution of Polynesian culture

that has adapted to this territory. The
ceremonial platforms and monoliths
found at both Nihoa and Mokumanamana
are unique manifestations of Hawaiian
architecture. It is signifcant that most of
the heiau have astronomically aligned
patterns associated with the summer



solstice, when the sun passes through
the zenith of the site at noon, and that,
according to oral histories, they were
the places that held the knowledge of
the stars and gave the ancestors their
navigational bearings. The uniqueness
of this culture is also expressed in the
anthropic landscapes that they created.
The archaeological sites form part of

the remains of a complex humanised
landscape, comprising agricultural
terraces along the slopes, original
rainwater harvesting systems, fshing
ponds on the shallow reefs and markings
to delimit the marine space. Although in
comparative terms the great difference
with Menorca is that it is now an
abandoned and uninhabited territory and
would never have been able to sustain

a large permanent population, in other
respects it bears signifcant similarities.
Notable among them is how it illustrates
a phenomenon of cultural divergence

in an island territory that is expressed
both in its beliefs and through a wide
archaeological repertoire of unique
constructions, some archaeoastronomical,
which in turn blend seamlessly into the
traces of an anthropogenic, unique and
unrepeatable islandscape.

The islands discussed above are also
representative of the less benign side

of the adventure of island settlement.
There were cultures and populations

that perished for a variety of reasons,
places where the presence of humans
ceased altogether. This was the case

of the “mystery islands” (Kirch, 1988).
When European navigators began to
systematically explore the Pacifc, they
came upon islands that were completely
uninhabited yet bore traces of previous
human occupation. These abandoned
islands were found mostly in Polynesia,
although some were also identifed in
eastern Micronesia (Terrell, 1986), and
more recently, others in Melanesia have
been added to this list. Archaeological
studies suggest a common Micronesian-
Polynesian cultural origin to most of these
island remains, based on the presence of
marae (communal spaces or sacred sites),
ahu (ceremonial platforms) or stone tools.
However, the causes of the disappearance
of these cultures and their populations do
not seem to be at all homogeneous, with
factors such as natural and environmental
disasters (effect of invasive species),
depletion of resources (mainly water)

and overexploitation, demographic
stochasticity, social dysfunction or warfare

Figure 3.2.d.3. The Papahanaumokuakea site illustrates the evolution of native Hawaiian culture towards unique and
distinctive forms of expression. Image of heiau on the island of Mokumanamana © Andy Collins/NOAA
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Figure 3.2.d.4. The map of the island of Nihoa shows the numerous archaeological remains that are part of the traces of a

relict island landscape, unique and unrepeatable. © Papahanaumokuakea nomination dossier
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Figure 3.2.d.5. The Rock Islands of Palau contain archaeological remains that are an outstanding example of how small

island communities lived for more than three millennia. © Patrick Colin

Figure 3.2.d.6. The latte stones are expressions that are unique and exclusive to the Mariana Islands. lllustration of the
House of Taga, 1819. The frst historical record of the house dates to when survivors of the shipwreck of Nuestra Sefiora de
la Concepcién recovered there.
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(Weisler, 1996).

Examples of abandoned islands

include the mixed World Heritage site

in Micronesia known as Rock Islands
Southern Lagoon (Palau, inscription
2012, criteria (iii)(v)(vii)(ix)(x)). The islands
were abandoned in the late seventeenth
century and show traces of seasonal
human occupation in caves, as well as
rock art expressions dating back to 3100
BC that span 2,500 years. The oldest
permanent settlements appeared in
more recent times and include cyclopean
defensive walls, terraces, and house
platforms, as well as burial caves and
numerous dry stone structures. These
archaeological remains as a whole are an
exceptional illustration of how small island
communities lived for more than three
millennia.

Throughout the process of colonisation

in the Pacifc, the islands of Tonga stand
out for quite different reasons. The

frst settlers of Tonga originated in the
migrations of the Neolithic Lapita culture
which reached the islands between

1500 and 1000 BC. Evidence of this
process is contained in the serial property
nominated for inclusion on the Tentative

List as the Lapita Pottery Archaeological
Sites (Tonga, 2007, criteria (iii)(iv)).
However, this island territory is the best
documented example of a major social
and cultural transformation before
European colonisation: the emergence of
the Tongan maritime empire (Tu’i Tonga),
which had a powerful infuence on the
surrounding island groups. In addition

to the long history of Lapita pottery, the
large tombs (langi) mentioned in the
other nomination on the Tentative List as
The Ancient Capitals of the Kingdom
of Tonga (Tonga, 2007, criteria (iii)(iv)) are
noteworthy here.

Like Menorca, many of these island
cultures developed monumental stone
structures that were unique and exclusive
to each island or small archipelago.
Examples include: the stone pyramids of
Samoa, possibly defensive and symbolic
in design; the latte stone monuments of
the Mariana Islands, monoliths crowned
by a semi-spherical stone capital (tasa)
that were part of monumental wooden
houses that have now disappeared; or
the large stone structures and megaliths
of the Massim island region in Papua
New Guinea, particularly those found

on Woodlark Island. Prominent among



these sites is Nan Madol: Ceremonial
Centre of Eastern Micronesia, inscribed
on the World Heritage List (Micronesia,
inscription 2016, criteria (i)(iii)(iv)(vi)),
currently on the List of World Heritage in
Danger. The Nan Madol site consists of
a group of 100 artifcially created islets
with walls of basalt and coral boulders.
These islets harbour the remains of stone
palaces, temples, tombs, and residential
domains that were the ceremonial centre
of the Saudeleur dynasty. The huge

scale of the edifces is remarkable, as is
the technical sophistication and great
concentration of cyclopean structures. Of
particular note are some of the features
believed to have had astronomical
functions and meanings, although they
were not a determining factor in the
inscription.

It follows from the above that
manifestations of the various prehistoric
island cultures in the Pacifc, especially
on small islands, are relatively well
represented, unlike in the Mediterranean
and other maritime regions of the world.

Atlantic

In the entire Atlantic, including the
Caribbean region, there are only two
island properties inscribed on the World
Heritage List that are relevant to the
theme of this comparative review. The
frst is the Risco Caido and Sacred
Mountains of Gran Canaria Cultural
Landscape (Spain, inscription 2019,

= e e e T L

Figure 3.2.d.7. The islets of Nan Madol, Micronesia, are home to the vestiges of the palaces, temples, tombs, and stone
dwellings that were the ceremonial centre of the Saudeleur dynasty. The image shows the remains of a cyclopean wall on
the islet of Lukopen Karian. © Osamu Kataoka

criteria (iii)(v)). This property is located : , i _ S _

in the mountainous interior of Gran
Canaria, one of the islands of the Canary
Islands archipelago, close to the Atlantic
coast of Africa. It represents a divergent
evolution of the pre-Hispanic Amazigh
culture, whose frst settlers arrived on

the island around the beginning of the
current era from north-west Africa. The
archaeological sites include various
sanctuaries (almogarenes), well-preserved
examples of troglodyte settlements

and fortifed granaries, among other
structures, and are the tangible
expression of a culture that evolved for at
least 1,500 years in total isolation from its
North African origins. Some of the ancient
sanctuaries exhibit clear astronomical
connotations and show the powerful
relationship that this culture had with the
skyscape.

Figure 3.2.d.8. lllustration of the ceremony of the frst fruits (inasi) held at Lapaha in 1777 in front of the tomb (langi) of a
Tu'i Tonga. © John Webber in Cook & King
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Figure 3.2.d.9. Risco Caido and the Sacred Mountains of Gran Canaria Cultural Landscape exemplifes the odyssey of an
island culture that evolved in total isolation for 1,500 years from the frst settlers who came from northwest Africa until the

Spanish conquest. © Nacho Gonzéalez

Figure 3.2.d.10. The archipelago of St Kilda contains the vestiges of a culture that evolved in isolation and is an example
of the human capacity to adapt to the most extreme situations imaginable. In the image, a sample of the distinctive cleits
that dot the landscape. © Steve Goldthorp
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The second is the remote archipelago of
St Kilda, inscribed as a mixed property
(United Kingdom, inscription 1986, criteria
(ii)(v)(vii)(ix)(x)). The islands were colonised
by seafarers from the Western Isles in

the Bronze Age and occupied for over
4,000 years until they were completely
abandoned in 1930. These remote islands
are home to an exceptional relict cultural
landscape that includes many traces of
human occupation, large enclosures and
countless cleits, the Gaelic, name for the
unique dry stone structures that were
used as dwellings, for storage and for
curing birds. The islands are a remarkably
well-preserved example of the capacity
of humans to adapt to the most extreme
situations imaginable. Over millennia, and
in conditions of isolation, they developed
a culture of extreme adaptation that
relied on seabirds as their main means

of survival, along with sparse subsistence
agriculture.

All the described properties bear
eloquent testimony to the great human
odyssey across the small islands of

the world, mostly in the Pacifc, and in
smaller pockets of the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean. It is therefore signifcant
to note that other maritime and island

regions, including the many islands
scattered around the planet, do not have
any inscribed properties with similarities
within this thematic framework.

Individual conclusion

If we exclude the Pacifc region, we

fnd very few properties on the World
Heritage List that illustrate the odyssey
of ancient island cultures or that contain
archaeological remains representing the
great diversity and distinctiveness of
prehistoric island cultures, especially the
small islands that make up the majority
of the world’s islands. Menorca and Malta
are the exception in the Mediterranean.
Sardinia also, although in this case it is a
very large island similar in size to Crete.
It is worth pointing out that no site on
Crete has been inscribed, despite the
importance of the Minoan civilisation,
and that it is also an island on which, like
those mentioned above, its prehistoric
cultures are represented by cyclopean
structures.

The case of the nominated property of
Menorca is even more signifcant in terms
of representativeness since it provides

an extraordinary range of structures



and monuments that clearly illustrate

the evolution of this culture from the

frst stages of island settlement until its
decline. In most of the inscribed sites that
have been compared, this sequence is
reduced to signifcant but very specifc
periods of island evolution, or to very
concrete manifestations of it, as is the
case of Su Nuraxi in Sardinia.

A signifcant proportion of the compared
properties are either islands abandoned
in prehistoric times or island societies
that have collapsed for various reasons,
giving rise to a new and totally different
cultural and environmental framework.
Menorca, on the other hand, gives
continuity and persistence to vestiges

of the past; its buildings were used or
maintained for centuries after the decline
of a culture characterised by its cyclopean
structures, and incorporated into a
landscape that continues to be alive, with
features similar to those of the prehistoric
landscape. This aspect also adds another
exceptional feature to the framework of
the comparative study.

Menorca is one of the few cases that
clearly illustrates a phenomenon of
cultural divergence on a small island that

began in the early stages of its prehistory,
where relative isolation meant that
external infuences could be modulated.
Most of the inscribed properties on small
islands beyond the Mediterranean that
have been compared, except for cases
such as Tonga, represent cultural contexts
that have evolved in almost total isolation
and inaccessibility.

“T e culturally constructed sense of islandness allowed

the prehistoric Menorcan people to maintain distinctive
local cultures despite the existence of external contacts”

3. Justifcation for Inscription
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Cova des Coloms (Component C4) - Menorca © CiMe

Name

TABLE 3.2.4 - PROPERTIES CONSID

Country

World
Heritage

Date

Criteria

ERED IN COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Remarks

THEMATIC FRAMEWORK: GLOBAL MEANINGS - THE ODYSSEY OF ANCIENT ISLAND CULTURES

< Megalithic Temples of Malta Malta Listed 1995 ()(ii)(v) Megalithic temples that express a divergent cultural evolution.
< Su Nuraxi de Barumini Italy Listed 1997 (i)(ii)(iv) Only site to represent the Nuraghic culture and its cyclopean structures.
< Rapa Nui National Park Chile Listed 1995 (i)(ii)(v) Paradigm of the evolution of ancient island cultures in total isolation.
& Papahanaumokuakea - Hawaii USA Listed 2010 (iti)(vi)(viii)(ix)(x) | Unique evolution of the original Polynesian culture in isolation.
@ Rock Islands Southern Lagoon Palau Listed 2012 (ii)(v)(vii)(ix)(x) Illustrates the evolution of small island communities for more than three millennia.
< Nan Madol: Ceremonial Centre of Eastern . ) . U . . .
Micronesia Micronesia Listed 2016 ()i (iv)(vi) Set of cyclopean monuments that express a process of cultural divergence in isolation.
< Risco Caido and Sacred Mountains of Gran . . Illustrates the genesis and development of an island culture that evolved in isolation

; Spain Listed 2019 (ii)(v) . .
Canaria Cultural Landscape for more than a millennium.
@ St Kilda United Kingdom | Listed 1986 (ii)(v)(vii)(ix)(x) Relict cultural landscape that shows the capacity for extreme adaptation on islands.
& Mlnoan Palatial antres (Knossos, Phaistos, Greece Tentative List 2014 (i) Gi)vi) Cretan monuments that testify to Europe’s frst major experience of civilisation that
Malia, Zakros, Kydonia) also erected numerous cyclopean monuments.

. : . . . L Serial cultural property that testifes to the island’s evolution as a result of the
< Lapita Pottery Archaeological Sites Tonga Tentative List 2006 (iii)(iv) migrations of the Neolithic Lapita culture.

. . . . . L Divergent cultural evolution culminating in the emergence of an island maritime

< The Ancient Capitals of the Kingdom of Tonga Tonga Tentative List 2007 (iii)(iv)

empire.
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General conclusion of the comparative analysis

The importance of the nominated
property in the national, regional

and international context has been
highlighted in the various dimensions

of the comparative analysis. The values
and attributes outlined therein affrm the
representative nature of the nominated
property, underpin its Outstanding
Universal Value, and lend substance to
the application criteria.

First, the nominated property features

a range of building typologies that
comprise an ensemble of unique and
outstanding cyclopean structures which
distinguish this culture from others with
similar or comparable architectural
styles. The taula enclosures, burial
navetas, circular houses and talayots
stand out as authentic and incomparable
manifestations of this culture.

The comparative analysis consolidates
the taula enclosures and burial navetas
as unique structures that are exclusive
to Menorca and the nominated property
and, moreover, exceptional attributes
thereof. The taula sanctuaries are works
of great beauty and originality without
compare, and the taulas themselves,

as sacred monumental elements, are

unique features that have no equal in the
prehistory of the world. The same applies
to the burial navetas, which originated on
the island as an endogenous expression,
with no formal or aesthetic relation to any
cyclopean tombs with which they might
be compared.

In addition, the analysis conducted

within the thematic framework of cultural
astronomy shows that both the burial
navetas and the taulas exhibit precise
orientation patterns that can only be
explained in relation to the sky and that
set these monuments apart from those

of other prehistoric island cultures. This
feature sheds light on the powerful bond
between this culture and the frmament, a
relationship that in the case of the taulas
is perhaps even more striking. The taulas
exhibit a clearly signifcant and distinctive
pattern of orientation which, although it
may bear a distant resemblance to those
found in the sanctuaries of Mallorca,

the Maltese temples and the Sardinian
nuraghi, differs from them in its precision
and the requirement — so characteristic of
the island - for clear views of the southern
celestial horizon.

The circular houses are also outstanding

buildings that are unique to Menorca

in comparison with all other cyclopean
circular dwellings; they stand out from the
examples described in the analysis owing
to their monumental proportions and
complex construction.

The comparative analysis shows that

the talayots of the Balearic Islands

are structures that differ considerably
from the other turriform structures

in the Mediterranean and the rest of

the world made using the cyclopean
technique, particularly when compared
to those found on the islands of the
Western Mediterranean. Furthermore,

if we restrict our scope to the Balearic
Islands, although there are many external
similarities between the talayots of
Menorca and Mallorca, the comparative
analysis reveals that they have many
differences in terms of form, dimensions
and internal structure and, consequently,
function. One could argue that it is a
doubly unique architectural style: both in
relation to the Mediterranean and to the
archipelago itself.

The comparative analysis of the cyclopean
structures also reveals the great diversity

of typologies and construction phases

3. Justifcacion de la inscripcion

represented in the property, unlike other
similar inscribed properties such as that of
Sardinia, which only features one turriform
unit and the surrounding village. The
divergent cultural process that took place
on Menorca in prehistoric times is thus
clearly illustrated though its works.

Special mention should also be made

of the comparative analysis of the
ubiquitous dry stone walls in the
nominated property. The analysis points
to the fact that non-prehistoric dry stone
walls and structures, as is the case here,
are indeed very abundant and well
represented on the World Heritage List.
However, these works rarely enclose
prehistoric monuments, even less so

in such high numbers and density. The
nominated property thus offers a unique
example of a dry stone walled landscape
that is home to an exceptional ensemble
of archaeological sites with which it
establishes a remarkable symbiosis while
safeguarding their attributes. The dry
stone wall enhances the perception of
visual continuity and the homogeneity of
the landscape of each component part,
thus bringing into relief the permanence
of the cultures of stone across the
centuries. In other words, the dry stone
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walls of Menorca both display and
express the “spirit of place” embodied
by the unique typological profle of
the monumental and archaeological
landscape that defnes the property.

The comparative analysis relating to the
typological framework of prehistoric
monumental territories and archaeological
landscapes informs us that the nominated
property as a whole, and by extension the
island, is one of the most densely packed
islands in the world in terms of prehistoric
archaeological remains, only comparable
to Rapa Nui or some areas of Sardinia
that are not inscribed on the World
Heritage List. Unlike Menorca, most of
the monumental sites and archaeological
landscapes that are comparable on a
global scale are spaces that are not lived
in or used for traditional activities. But

in those cases where archaeological
landscapes are inhabited or in use, the
development of settlements, agricultural
activities, tourism, or infrastructures
generally represents a threat to the
integrity and authenticity of the property.
In contrast, the nominated property is an
exemplary case, in comparative terms, of
an outstanding living landscape, broadly
similar to that of prehistoric times,
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which has evolved in harmony with the
prehistoric monuments while conserving
the elements that defne Menorca’s
traditional agroecosystem.

One of the global meanings addressed
in the thematic framework of the
comparative analysis is the way in which
the odyssey of ancient island cultures is
represented. If we exclude the Pacifc
region, we fnd very few properties on the
World Heritage List or on the Tentative
Lists that illustrate these often unknown
phenomena, or that include a large
number of archaeological remains that
illustrate the challenges — and works — of
island life in prehistoric times, among
which the cyclopean structures stand out.
This is of particular interest in the case

of small islands, which tend to produce
highly distinctive endemic works and
make up the majority of the islands on
the planet. Furthermore, Menorca is one
of the few cases analysed that clearly
illustrate a phenomenon of cultural
divergence on a small island that dates
back to the early stages of its prehistory,
where relative isolation or a strong sense
of island identity were instrumental in the
modulation of external infuences.

3. Justifcacion de la inscripcion
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33a
Brief synthesis

The nominated serial property is

located on the island of Menorca, the
northernmost of the Balearic Islands,

in the Western Mediterranean. The
island’s 702 km? is home to one of the
highest concentrations of prehistoric
archaeological sites in an inhabited area
in the world. The nine component parts
of the property contain the fnest works of
an island culture characterised by original
cyclopean monuments that evolved in
relative isolation and bear outstanding
testimony to human endeavour in
prehistoric times on small islands trapped
between the sky and the sea. As a whole,
they clearly illustrate a unique cultural
process that diverged from the path taken
by cultures on the other Balearic Islands
and across the Mediterranean; a process
that happened over a long period of
time and through successive phases, and
which gave rise to a distinct culture that
has come to be known as the “Talayotic
Culture of Menorca”.

The high density of prehistoric sites,

the wide range of cyclopean building
typologies represented in the nominated
property, and the relics of material culture
are outstanding testimony to the genesis
and evolution of a process of cultural

divergence on this island, a period that
stretched from the Middle Bronze Age

to the demise of the island culture under
Roman occupation. The spectacular works
bear witness to the colossal efforts made
by the island’s communities in a small
territory with few resources. They are the
expression of a powerful, imaginative

and original tradition that attests to the
collective capacity of islanders to produce
outstanding cyclopean structures, unique
in their kind and in symbiosis with their
environment.

The nominated property possesses a
remarkable collection of prehistoric
monuments and sites, including
settlements, burial spaces, sanctuaries,
and sacred places that have survived
beyond their time in an excellent state
of conservation. Notable among them
are certain outstanding buildings that are
unique and exclusive to Menorca, such
as the burial navetas, taula enclosures,
and monumental circular houses, as well
as the talayots, symbols of Menorca’s
distinctive heritage. Talayotic Menorca
also bears exceptional testimony to a
prehistoric island culture associated
with the sky. The orientation of certain
monuments in the nominated property

illustrate the close relationship between
this culture and the skyscape.

The many monuments of Menorca’s
prehistory have coexisted harmoniously
with all the historical milestones of

the island and its inhabitants. These
spectacular monuments are embedded
in a well preserved Mediterranean
landscape mosaic that retains many
similarities with prehistoric times.

The property also demonstrates the
remarkable persistence of successive
stoneworking traditions, revealed through

Torralba d’en-Salort.©.CiMe

3. Justifcation for Inscription

the extraordinary network of dry stone
walls that preserve the spirit of place.
Talayotic Menorca today is an outstanding
example of a living archaeological and
monumental landscape.

The nominated property therefore
represents an exceptional expression of
late prehistoric cyclopean architecture
and landscape organisation in an
evolutionary cultural development that
has left an outstanding, unique, well-
preserved testimony of the Talayotic
Culture of Menorca.
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33b
Justifcation for Criteria

Criterion (iii)

Bear a unique or at least exceptional
testimony to a cultural tradition or to a
civilisation which is living or which has
disappeared.

Talayotic Menorca bears outstanding
testimony to a Mediterranean island
culture characterised by spectacular
cyclopean structures illustrating a distinct
cultural development on a small island in
prehistoric times. The property attests to
a long and remarkable process of cultural
divergence in which a marked insularity
was instrumental in enabling the island’s
prehistoric inhabitants to shape and
mould outside cultural infuences over the
course of centuries, developing a system
of expressions unique to their island

and its Mediterranean context. A wealth
of archaeological evidence reveals the
particular human capacity for adaptation
to a limited territory. Despite the extreme
conditions and scarce resources, these
people built unique monumental
structures. These prehistoric monuments
have coexisted harmoniously with all the
historical periods of Menorca and with its
inhabitants.

Criterion (iv)

To be an outstanding example of a type
of building, architectural or technological
ensemble or landscape which illustrates
(a) signifcant stage(s) in human history.

The component parts of the nominated
property contain an exceptional array

of monuments that showcase Menorcan
cyclopean architecture. They illustrate
cultural development through stages of
the island’s prehistory and display the full
diversity of building typologies. Together
they constitute one of the most complete
manifestations of this architectural style in
terms of density, typological diversity, and
functionality in the prehistoric landscape
of the Mediterranean Basin and of island
territories.

The nominated property features

the most representative examples of
outstanding cyclopean works, such as the
burial navetas, the monumental circular
houses and taula enclosures, which are
unique expressions that are exclusive to
Menorca. The latter two — navetas and
taulas — exhibit patterns of orientation
that distinguish them from other
contemporaneous cultures with similar

cyclopean features and are considered
unique expressions of cultural astronomy.
Furthermore, the cyclopean works in

the property are remarkable not only for
their originality, but also because, as in
the case of the talayots, they express the
adventure of a colossal collective effort in
an extremely limited geographical space.
In each component part of the property,
the archaeological sites give form to

an exceptional, well-preserved, living
monumental landscape.

3. Justifcation for Inscription

3.3.cC
Statement of Integrity

The nine component parts of Talayotic
Menorca contain, as a whole, all the
interrelated elements necessary to
express the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property.

Each component makes a specifc and
essential contribution to the integrity of
composition of the whole series through
its constituent elements, providing a
varied and outstanding combination of
archaeological and landscape attributes.

The nominated property contains all
the elements required to represent the
successive cyclopean structures that
contribute to the Outstanding Universal
Value of the property, both in terms

of the number of attributes and their
typological diversity and quality. Each
successive period of Talayotic Menorca
is well represented and may be easily
understood by visitors.

The constituent elements of the
landscape associated with the
archaeological sites in each component
part are well preserved, exhibiting

an exceptional symbiotic relationship
between the monuments and the
traditional vernacular landscape, the main
features of which have been maintained
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since prehistoric times.

In terms of functional integrity, many of
the features of this culture and the imprint
of its works retain their identity and the
legibility of their different functions in
the domains of the nominated property.
The stoneworking traditions, the
original settlement patterns, and the
spiritual functionality of the spectacular
monuments refect a distinct identity.
They are a source of pride for the island
and are thus kept alive in the landscape
of Menorca today.
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3.3d
Statement of authenticity

All the component parts and their
constituent elements are credible and
truthful expressions of the building,
architectural and landscape typologies for
which the property is nominated. Studies
and research carried out over decades
show that the archaeological remains

and cyclopean structures still retain their
original condition, with visible signs of the
deterioration of time over millennia, but
without any major alterations that would
undermine their authenticity. Different
scientifc approaches and comparative
analysis have shown that certain
monuments are authentic structures that
are unique to Menorca.

The foral features of today’s
archaeological landscape are very similar
to those of prehistoric times. Moreover,
the component parts of the nominated
property contain the most authentic
representations of the unique Menorcan
agroecosystem into which the nominated
monuments are harmoniously integrated.

3. Justifcation for Inscription

3.3e
Requirements for protection and management

All the monumental structures and
archaeological sites, with attributes that
clearly convey the Outstanding Universal
Value of the property, have been declared
Properties of Cultural Interest (BIC). This
is the highest level of protection under
Spanish national and regional legislation.
The area of the nominated serial
property benefts from a robust system of
protection through various environmental
and land-use planning regulations

and instruments, which guarantee

the integrity of the landscape and its
constituent elements. It also benefts
from the protection and regulation of
uses established by the Menorca Island
Land-Use Plan (PTIMe), the most recent
revision of which was carried out fully in
line with the protection requirements for
the nominated property throughout the
nomination process.

Menorca Management Plan.

The Talayotic Menorca Agency is at the
heart of the integrated management
system for the nominated property.

It was created by the Consell Insular
de Menorca (CIMe), which is directly
responsible for its management. It is a
participatory management body and
the instrument for implementation and
effective coordination of the Talayotic













































































































































Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C1 - Plains of Ciutadella

Component C2 - Southwest Area

Torretrencada settlement

Son Catlar

State of conservation: Average

The site has not been subjected to research or excavation. It is representative of
the symbiosis between the natural environment, traditional uses and archaeological
vestiges. It is located in an area where rainwater collects naturally, favouring the
growth of vegetation.

State of conservation: Good

Talayotic settlement with notable protection from its perimeter wall. It has been the
object of research and continual restoration and conservation efforts. Much of the
site remains untouched, making it an exceptional archaeological reserve.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

= Actions to achieve balance between vegetation and the conservation of
architectural structures.

* Talayot: recovery of the monument hidden by an accumulation of rocks.

= Hypostyle hall: action taken in the roof area due to multiple wild olive trees
with active roots damaging the roof’s stability, also to avoid the accumulation of
water.

e 4 hypogea: felling of wild olive trees that may damage the monuments, and
actions for structural stability intended to avoided water accumulation.

Torretrencada © ClMe

Conservation actions carried out:

e 1959. Restoration of the wall’s northeast access portal.

e 1987. Deforestation of the settlement’s principal areas and removal of soil
and vegetation from the entire walled perimeter (Museum of Menorca, Island
Council of Menorca and City Hall of Ciutadella).

e 1994. Enclosure of the site (Island Council of Menorca — Leader Programme).

e 1995. Restoration of the access door that had undergone intervention in 1959.

e 2012. Intervention of a section of wall from the western sector with damage
caused by erosion and plant colonisation.

e 2015. Reinforcement of the hydraulic liners from the Roman period.

e 2019. Clearing of vegetation from certain sectors and preparation of land for
excavations.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan

(in accordance with Son Catlar Master Plan):

e Increase overall monitoring of vegetation.

e 3 Pre-Talayotic hypogea: selective felling of especially large scrub that could
lead to damage.

e 5talayots: selective felling of wild olive trees and shrubs, removal of
contemporary mounds of stone (clapers), reconstruction of the most important
sections.

» Late-Talayotic-period wall: Restoration of the sections vulnerable to collapse
and fallen stone blocks.

e Treatment of areas showing bartizans due to their highly fragile state.

e Taula enclosure: treatment and reconstruction of the collapse of crumbling rock
and surrounding fallen rocks.

= Removal of embankments around the taula enclosure that interfere with the
site’s interpretation.

» Development of action guidelines applicable to the discovery of vulnerable
surface fnishing: walls with clay remains and reed frameworks.

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Property
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Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C3 - Western Migjorn area

Component C3 - Western Migjorn area

Son Mercer de Baix

Es Pas cave

State of conservation: Good

Magnifcent example of cyclopean dwelling architecture from the Naviform period.

These buildings are highly exposed to the elements due to their location. The Cova
des Moro cave is in a good state of conservation and may see improvements made
to the area of the apse and the closure of holes in the roof to avoid leakage.

Conservation actions carried out:

e 2002. Restoration of the roof of Cova des Moro. Some polylithic columns
showed joints and fractures with fragment displacement, which led to the
placement of metallic clamps to avoid collapse.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

e Restoration of the apse area and closure of gaps to keep water from leaking
into the cave. Levelling of the foor surface to avoid interior puddles from
forming.

e Proposed drainage system to drain collecting water from archaeological
inspection pits.

e Various reinforcements for dweling navetas.

Son Mercer de Baix © CIMe

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Propertyn

State of conservation: Good
This site was recently discovered and subsequent multiple research projects shed
light on Bronze Age burial rites through the study of the remains of 70 individuals.

Actions carried out:
« Restoration of the extracted movable properties and research tasks.

Sant Agusti © Gustavo Taboada

Component C4 - Central-south area of ravines

Sant Agusti settlement

State of conservation: Average

This is a relatively large settlement. The western talayot is of solid stone and remains
in quite good condition; the eastern talayot, more damaged on its outer face, has

a surprisingly monumental interior with a circular inner chamber of great height
covered with fat slabs supported by columns. Much of the site is preserved as an
archaeological reserve.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
e Eastern talayot: Reinforcement measures made to the external portion and the
tambours of the inner chamber’s columns.




Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C4 - Central-south area of ravines

Es Coloms cave

Component C5
Area between the ravines of Torrevella and Cala en Porter

State of conservation: Good
Spectacular 300 m long cavern, very well conserved. Because it sees frequent
visitation, it is at risk of excessive anthropic activity.

Torre d’en Galmés settlement

Conservation actions carried out:
e 2019. Removal of graffti, carried out by Talaia Cultura. The oldest dated back
to 1914, while a majority were applied between 1970 and 2000.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

* Measures taken due to anthropic alterations: erosion and graffti.

* Actions against alterations caused by the presence of water: recovering of
mosses and lichens.

State of conservation: Good

It is in an excellent state of conservation and is the island’s most extensive, best-
conserved and accessible settlement, offering an ample representation of cyclopean
architecture in total harmony with its natural surroundings. It has been the object of
a large number of research projects, with its permanent adaptation starting in 1967.

Component C4 - Central-south area of ravines

Galliner de Madona

State of conservation: Average

Semi-buried hypostyle hall whose fat stone-slab roof is supported by columns
and pilasters. This highly monumental structure, despite documented collapses
experienced in the 19" century, remains relatively intact, allowing for its
reconstruction as foreseen in its full restoration project. It is an example of the
coexistence of prehistoric monuments and traditional architecture.

Actions carried out:

e Undetermined period. Reinforcement of one of the columns with stone blocks
(mares limestone).

e 2019. Drafting of the Basic Project for the execution of the complete restoration
of the hypostyle hall.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
e Execution of the complete restoration project of the hypostyle hall including
multiple interventions to the monument and its surroundings.

Conservation actions carried out:

e 1970s-80s. Reinforcement of the hypostyle hall.

e  2005. Conservation-restoration work on Building 1.

e 2010. Conservation-restoration work on Circle 7.

e 2013. Conservation-restoration work on the courtyard of Circle 7.

e 2016-17. Conservation-restoration work on the courtyard of Circle 6.

e 2016. Treatment of the storage cistern.

e 2017. Excavation, restoration and adaptation project of the central talayot (T2)
at Torre d’en Galmés, tackling issues of instability seen in various sections of
the structure (some associated with plant root systems), fracturing and erosion
of the stone supports. It also included the surface cleaning of different areas
and structures, the elimination of non-archaeological structures that impeded
the proper interpretation of the monument, as well as tasks of structural
stabilisation, the joining of possible fragmented elements, the reinforcement of
all structures and anastylosis.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
e Among the various actions, noteworthy is the relocation and resizing of the
parking so as to further reduce its impact on the site.

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Property
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Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C5
Area between the ravines of Torrevella and Cala en Porter

Component C5
Area between the ravines of Torrevella and Cala en Porter

Na Comerma de Sa Garita

Ses Roques Llises

State of conservation: Average

This is a unique site made up of a large enclosure with an apsidal ground plan
covered in large stone slabs that opens onto a large area surrounded by a
cyclopean wall. Its lack of any excavation activity makes it a true archaeological
reserve.

State of conservation: Good

This is the best-conserved specimen of a megalithic sepulchre in all of the Balearic
Islands. Devoid of the tumulus that covered it and its stone slab roof, it does
properly conserve the rectangular chamber and part of the access corridor. The
monument has remained stable throughout the last century.
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Actions carried out:

e 2018. Actions intended to improve conditions for visitation and the
comprehension of the structure without affecting elements of heritage and
the surroundings. Other actions included: the removal of stones from the
central portion of the semicircular courtyard, from the main paths and from the
structure’s surroundings; the clearing and vegetation and pruning of wild olive
trees around the centre of the courtyard and entrance area; and the repair of
collapsed sections of the dry stone wall that surrounds the monument.

Anticipated actions:
e The Management Plan proposes a new monitoring system for its state of
conservation.

Na Comerma de Sa Garita © Gustavo Taboada

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Propertyn

Actions carried out:
e 2019. Master Plan

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

e The Master lan foresees study regarding any existing alterations to properly
determine what stone treatment processes may be appropriate. It must
undergo substantial periodic evaluation.

Ses Roques Llises © CIMe




Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C6 - South-east area - Alaior

Component C6 - South-east area - Alaior

So na Cacana

Torralba d’en Salort settlement

State of conservation: Good
Exceptional settlement located in a notably pure environment.

Conservation actions carried out:
= Since 1987, several cleaning and maintenance tasks have been carried out on
the site’s monuments.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
= Interventions for consolidation and intensifcation of overall cleaning of
vegetation and maintenance tasks.

Component C6 - South-east area - Alaior

Torrellisar

State of conservation: Average
This settlement still houses a taula that has been altered by ancestral interventions.
Protected by dry stone wall.

Actions carried out:
= Atan unknown time, a dry stone wall was erected to protect the structures, and
the taula enclosure can hence not be adequately observed.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
= Treatments for the improvement of the monument’s presentation.

State of conservation: Good

This settlement is one of the largest and best conserved on the island. The
underground or semi-underground structures have been affected by the root
systems of surface plants and the Management Plan establishes necessary
treatment.

Conservation actions carried out:
e Multiple phases: structural reinforcement.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

e Talayot: treatment of collapses and reconstruction.

- Treatment of the vegetation that colonises and alters the underground
structures.

e Pou de na Patarra well: analysis of possible damage from surrounding trees.

da . .-

Torralba d’en Salort © CIMe

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Property

461



462

Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C6 - South-east area - Alaior

Component C6 - South-east area - Alaior

Rafal Rubi

Calescoves

State of conservation: Average
These burial navetas, unique structures that are exclusive to Menorca, are in a good
state of conservation and have undergone several restorations.

Actions carried out:

e 1977. Excavation of the northern naveta. Its apse has been altered and it is
likely missing one of the stone slabs from the roof, of which fve large slabs
remain.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
e Northern naveta: intervention carried out on the roof.

State of conservation: Average

Nearly 100 funerary caves preserved within the cliff face, of which the largest
was used as a sanctuary. The group of caves is in overall good condition and is
adequately monitored, despite frequent visitation. The closing off of the caves
has been effective, although after 20 years, this requires renovation through
improvements set forth in the Management Plan.

Rafal Rubi © CIMe

Conservation actions carried out:

e 2000. Closure of a number of caves with metallic doors.

e 2017. Actions taken to slow the degradation of the inscriptions of the Es Jurats
cave.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

* Revision and renovation of the system for cave closure.

 Additional measures for the preventative conservation of the area and control
over human presence.

e Geological evolution study of the area to verify its stability and better
understand existing risk factors.

Componentes C6 — Area sureste — Alaior

Biniedris cave

State of conservation: Good
Funerary cave in which approximately 100 corpses were buried. A funerary rite that
involved hair dying was performed on many individuals.

Actions carried out:
e 2015. Initial excavation
e Avrailing was installed to prevent access.

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Propertyn

Calescoves © Gustavo Taboada




Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C7 - South-east area - Mad

Component C7 - South-east area - Mao

Talati de Dalt settlement

Torell6

State of conservation: Good

This is a quite large settlement in an excellent state of conservation. Restoration
was carried out in 1982 and at present the most altered structures are the covered
buildings like the cubiculum and the various hypostyle halls. The Management Plan
anticipates executing multiple interventions on these structures.

Conservation actions carried out:
e 1982. Restoration project on the Talati de Dalt archaeological site.
e 1986-1987. Cleaning and signposting campaign.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

e Various actions made on the most debilitated structures with roofs (the
cubiculum and the hypostyle halls), as well as treatment of the collapse of the
talayot.
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Talati de Dalt © Cipriano Marin

State of conservation: Good
The talayot still retains its visual prominence over its surroundings and is one of the
most spectacular on the island.

Conservation actions carried out:

e Closure of the mouths of the two silos of the structure attached to the talayot.

e 2013. Elimination of the geodetic point installed at the top and installation of
a low-impact light beacon, required due to the monument’s location along the
airport’s approach path.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

e Restoration of the wall of the dwelling structure attached to the talayot that
collapsed due to a recent period of excessive rainfall.

e Elimination of shrubs that could damage the structure.

e Reinforcement of the deterrent enclosure that impedes climbing onto the
talayot.

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Property
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Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C7 - South-east area - Mad

Component C8 - Trepuc6 - Prehistoric village

Cornia Nou

Trepuco

State of conservation: Good

This settlement is kept in good condition with the periodic clearing of vegetation.
Continual excavation and restoration tasks are carried out. It is made up of
numerous structures grouped around a hill fortifed by a talayot that still possesses
its inner gallery. The western sector also has a large talayot.

Conservation actions carried out:

e 1986-1987. First cleaning and signposting campaign.

e Since 2007, excavation and restoration have been carried out by the Museum
of Menorca-Amics del Museu de Menorca.

e Installation of closing systems for the cisterns.

e 2016. Replacement of the upper section of the two columns found inside the
building attached to the southern talayot, excavated and restored between
2008 and 2011.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:
e Repair two areas of recent collapses and the elimination of two wild olive trees
that caused these damages.

State of conservation: Good

This settlement’s proximity to the city centres of Ma6 and Es Castell has made

it one of the best known and most visited on the island. It is in a good state of
conservation despite its historical tendency for being affected by alterations like the
star-shaped dry-stone-wall fortifcation built in the 18" century by Spanish troops
that were laying siege to fortress of Saint Philip’s Castle. Although new elements
have been added during each of its historical periods, it conserves its true character
and authenticity. Still visible is the restoration carried out in 1932.
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Cornia Nou © CIMe

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Propertyn

Conservation actions carried out:

e 1932. Reinforcement of the taula and multiple pillars, carried out during
the excavations led by Margaret Murray. Expedition from the Cambridge
Ethnological Museum.

e 1976. Cleaning intervention on the top section of the central talayot and the
sections of wall surrounding the settlement by the team from the Museum of
Menorca led by Lluis Plantalamor. Tasks continued until 1987 on the prehistoric
dwellings attached to the talayot at its western end.

e 2000. Adaptation of a parking area outside the settlement.

e 2009. Preliminary memaoire for archaeological excavation and restoration of the
area of dwellings adjacent to the taula enclosure.

e 2010. Intervention for restoration and adaptation for visitation of the then
notably deteriorated area excavated by Murray, promoted by the Spanish
Department of Culture via the Spanish Institute of Cultural Heritage.

e 2017. New access from the car park, installation of a stairway joining the two
sectors of the site and restoration of the wall.

e 2019. Project for the re-excavation, restoration and consolidation of the
settlement’s western sector.

Conservation actions anticipated in the Management Plan:

e Study of the condition of the taula’s 1932 reinforcement and evaluation of the
pros and cons regarding its removal, so as to act accordingly.

e Execution of the re-excavation, restoration and consolidation project on the
settlement’s western sector.




Summary of the conservation and restoration actions of the main cyclopean constructions and sites whose attributes
are a direct tangible expression of the Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property

Component C9 - North-West area of Tramuntana

Sa Torreta de Tramuntana

State of conservation: Average

Remaining are the tiered talayot, the taula enclosure and the remains of several
dwellings. Its proximity to llocs (farms), with which the settlement has coexisted

for many years, has not signifcantly affected the complex’s conservation. It is an
excellent example of symbiosis between natural, archaeological and ethnographical
heritage.

Conservation actions carried out:
e 1983. Museum of Menorca-INEM. Cleaning of the site.
e 1986-1987. Campaign for the cleaning and signposting of the monuments.

Component C9 - North-West area of Tramuntana

Sa Mitja Lluna (llla d’en Colom)

State of conservation: Good

Prehistoric copper mine; a truly exceptional case considering it was not exploited
during later phases, resulting in one of few known cases of this type in Southern
Europe

Actions carried out or on-going
* The site is currently undergoing excavation by a team from the UIB.

4. State of Conservation and factors affecting the Property
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Sources and levels of fnance

Pursuant to their competencies, a majority
of the sources of fnance available to

the property are borne by the Island
Council of Menorca (CIMe). However,
given the particular characteristics of the
nominated property, made up of a group
of archaeological territories and sites,
several levels must be simultaneously
highlighted when identifying the various
sources of funding.

It is frst worth mentioning that most of
the proposed property’s surface area

is actually made up of privately owned
property, particularly active farmings,
and hence the responsibility of keeping
landscape areas in good condition falls
to the owners or managers. This involves
aspects that include the maintenance of
the extensive network of dry stone walls
or the many paths and smaller trails.

Without forsaking issues regarding the
maintenance of the rural environment, it
is noteworthy that these territories also
beneft from programmes associated
with sustainable rural development, like
for example those carried out through
fnancing from the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF), allocated
by the European Commission. Also
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important are the different packages

of fnancial measures and programmes
associated with the conservation of
nature, like the LIFE programmes carried
out in Menorca that have an impact on
the nominated property. These funds are
not of a periodic or permanent nature,
but instead correspond to development
programmes and actions of a determined
duration.

Nevertheless, the CIMe is also
responsible for the maintenance and
signage of trails that, like the Cami de
Cavalls, cross through certain sections
of the property’s components, as well
as other actions related to landscape
restoration or risk prevention, like for
example that of forest fres. To any
aspects related to sustainability or the
environment, we must also add the
fnancial resources associated with the
Menorca Biosphere Reserve, or at least
those regarding actions that directly
infuence or impact the property’s area or
the buffer zone.

As for funding matters associated with
archaeological heritage, the Island
Council of Menorca was assigned offcial
competency over historical heritage via

5. Protection and Management of the Property

Law 6/1994, with powers thus transferred
from the Balearic Island Government.

It is therefore this island institution that
undertakes within its budget all actions
to be executed in this regard, most
especially and preferentially with regard
to the archaeological properties included
in this nomination.

Funding for Menorca’s archaeological
sites has always been a priority of the
CIMe. It is however noteworthy that

the levels of funding have substantially
increased over the last decade, coinciding
with the start of this nomination

process. Table 5.f.1 shows the budget
items assigned exclusively to Talayotic
Menorca over the last three years,
including the annual fnancial agreement

with the Balearic Island Government,
provisions from the CIMe and those
provided through agreements with the
municipalities of the island.

The agreement signed with the
municipalities aims to fnance the
cleaning, maintenance and signposting
programmes for prehistoric monuments.
These resources have allowed for the
existence of a year-round team that
handles the clearing of vegetation that
grows within the sites that could affect
their very integrity. They also take on
tasks of maintenance of signage and the
remaining infrastructure, including interior
paths or walls that surround the sites.
One third of this allocation is supplied by
the island’s municipalities, with the rest

Agreement with municipalities 98,000 € 98,000 € 160,000 €
Agreement with Balearic Island

Government 300,000 € 300,000 € 200,000 €
CiMe 36,000 € 100,000 € 160,000 €

Table 5.f.1. Budget items exclusively assigned to Talayotic Menorca



coming from the CIMe.

Over recent years, an average of
200,000€ have been assigned to
matters of restoration, excavations and
research, primarily through grants. This
also includes the drafting of action
projects for several monuments so as to
avoid their deterioration and reinforce
their structures, as is the case of Es
Galliner de sa Madona, which provides
for the reinforcement of its roof to
ensure stability and durability. There
are also other direct interventions made
continuously around different sites, like

the creation of interpretive areas, signage
and the improvement of inner tracks and

paths.

Recent years have also seen increased

funding for numerous actions associated
with the nomination, such as congresses

and conferences offered by experts,
publications and other actions for
exposure and dissemination that are
detailed in Section 5.i regarding those
Policies and programmes related to
the presentation and promotion of the

property.

Final mention is deserved by the

chapter that describes the museums
whose collections include the movable
properties associated with the
nomination. In this sense, the Museum
of Menorca is fnanced by the Island
Council of Menorca and the Museum
of Ciutadella by the municipality of
Ciutadella.
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Contact

Information
of responsible
authorities



8.a
Individual responsible for preparing
the nomination.

Name: Miquel Angel Maria Ballester

Title: Conseller de Cultura, Educacion, Juventud y Deportes
Address: Plaza Biosfera, 5,

City, Province/State, Country: Mad, Balearic Islands, Spain
Tel: + 34 971 35 60 50

Fax: + 34 971 36 83 93

E-mail: miquel.maria@cime.es

8.b
Offcial Local Institution/Agency

CONSELL INSULAR DE MENORCA

President: Hon. Susana Mora Humbert

Contact name: Miquel Angel Maria Ballester
Minister of Culture, Education, Youth and Sports

Address: Plaza Biosfera, 5, Ma6, Menorca, llles Balears, Espafia

Tel: + 34 971 35 60 50
Fax: + 34 971 36 83 93
E-mail: miquel.maria@cime.es

BALEARIC ISLANDS GOVERNMENT

Ministry of the Presidency, Culture and Equality

Address: Paseo Sagrera, 2. Palma, Balearic Islands, Spain
Tel: + 34971 17 71 00

E-mail: gabinetcpresidencia@caib.es
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8.c

Other Local Institutions

City Hall of Ferreries
Address: Sant Bartomeu, 55
Telf.: +34 971 37 30 03
E-mail: cultura@ajferreries.org

City Hall of Es Migjorn
Address: Plaza de la Iglesia, 3
Tel: + 34 971 37 01 10

E-mail: amoll@ajmigjorngran.org

City Hall of Alaior

Address: Calle Mayor, 11

Tel: +34 971 37 10 02

E-mail: jaime.reurer@aj-alaior.org

City Hall of Sant Lluis
Address: Calle de San Luis, 114
Tel: +34 971 15 09 50

E-mail: debora.marques@ajsantlluis.org

City Hall of Mao6

Address: Plaza de la Constitucion, 1
Tel: +34 971 36 98 00

E-mail: cjuanola@ajmao.org

City Hall of Es Mercadal
Address: Calle Mayor, 16

Tel: +34 971 37 50 02

E-mail: reginaregidora@gmail.com

City Hall of Ciutadella

Address: Plaza des Born, 15

Tel: +34 971 38 10 50

E-mail: dircultura@ajciutadella.org

City Hall of Es Castell

Address: Plaza de la Explanada, 5
Tel: +34 971 36 51 93

E-mail: jserra@aj-escastell.org

Foundation for the Promotion of
Tourism in Menorca

Address: Cami des Castell, 28

Tel: +34 971 36 86 78

E-mail: jesus.gomila@cime.es

University of the Balearic Islands
Address: Crta. Valldemossa, km. 7,5,
Palma

Tel: +34 971 25 97 87

E-mail: david.javaloyas@uib.cat

Menorcan Institute of Studies (IME)
Address: Cami des Castell, 28

Tel: +34 971 35 15 00

E-mail: antoniferrerl@gmail.com



Professional Association of Architects of
the Balearic Islands

Address: Es Cos de Gracia, 38

Tel: +34 971 36 29 90

E-mail: etaltavull@arquired.es

Municipal Museum of Ciutadella
Address: Calle del Santissim, 2
Tel: +34 971 38 02 97

E-mail: mleonmoll@gmail.com

Museum of Menorca

Address: Pla des Monestir, 9

Tel: +34 971 3509 55

E-mail: carolinadesel@museudemenorca.
com

Friends of the Museum of Menorca
Association

Address: Costa de ses Piques, 6

Tel: +34 682 18 75 66

E-mail: info@amicsmuseumenorca.org

Professional Association of Doctors and
Graduates of Philosophy and Arts and
Sciences of the Balearic Islands
Address: Berenguer de Tornamina, 9,
Palma

Tel: +34 971 71 22 02

E-mail: munsanglada@yahoo.com

Marti i Bella Archaeological and
Historical Society

Address: Plaza des Born, 19

Tel: +34 971 38 57 53

E-mail: shamartibella@gmail.com

Balearic Ornithological Group (GOB)
Address: Cami des Castell, 53

Tel: +34 971 35 07 62

E-mail: alopons@gmail.com

Illa del Rei Hospital Foundation
Address: Hospital de la Illa del Rey, s/n
E-mail: ihospital2@hotmail.com

Literary, Scientifc and Artistic
Athenaeum

Direccion: Sa Rovellada de Dalt, 25
Tel: +34 971 36 05 53

E-mail: marticarbonellsalom@gmail.com

Bishopric of Menorca
Address: Ca’l Bisbe, 8
Tel: +34 971 38 03 43

E-mail: secretaria@bisbatdemenorca.org

Hotel Association of Menorca
(ASHOME)

Address: Artrutx, 10

Tel: +34 971 36 10 03

E-mail: menorca@ashome.es

Rubié i Tuduri Foundation

Address: Claustro del Carmen, local 48
Tel: +34 971 35 13 20

E-mail: administracio@fundaciorubio.org

Federation of Small and Medium
Businesses of Menorca (PIME)
Address: Curniola, 17

Tel: +34 971 35 24 64

E-mail: correo@pimemenorca.org
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8.d
Offcial Web address
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Offcial website of the nomination:
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W Boencaris of T DTeRriad bufler Jones

1 Bcendiariel of £y Compenive) of T precdied propety
W v bufled et

Contact name: Joaquin Pons Machado
E-mail: joaquin.pons@cime.es Interactive map: www.menorcatalayotica.info/Mapa.aspx
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Warld Heritage Nomination BIOSPHERE RESERVE

HOME TALAYOTIC MENORCA THE NOMINATION VISIT THE SITES RESEARCH AREA BLOG AGENDA PROJECTS

- -, Talayotic'Menorca

Unesco Word Heritage Nomination
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